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MINUTES OF THE 

EAST COVENTRY TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION 

MEETING HELD ON MARCH 18, 2015 
(Approved April 15, 2015) 

 

The Planning Commission held their monthly meeting on Wednesday, March 18, 2015.   Present for 

the meeting were Walter Woessner, Kathryn Alexis, Lance Parson, Lawrence Tietjen and Jason 

McConnell.   

 

Also present was Mariea Geho, Vice Chair of the Board of Supervisors. 

 

Mr. Woessner called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and the pledge was recited. 

 

MINUTES 

Mrs. Alexis moved to approve the second draft of minutes of the January 21, 2015 monthly meeting 

minutes.  Mr. Tietjen seconded the motion.  The motion carried with a 5-0-0 vote.  

 

CITIZEN COMMENTS 

There were no citizen comments. 

 

SUBDIVISION AND LAND DEVELOPMENT 

There was no Subdivision or Land Developments to be reviewed. 

 

ADDITIONAL ITEMS BROUGHT BEFORE THE COMMISSION 

Discussion of Wireless Communications Facilities Overlay District Boundaries and Regulations 

Ms. Brown presented the draft Wireless Communications Facilities Overlay District Boundaries and 

Regulations Ordinance, along with the history behind the proposed revision of the ordinance.   

 

Ms. Brown presented a handout of a power point presentation that was drafted by a law firm which 

approached a number of Municipalities requesting them to review their existing Wireless 

Communications ordinance and tighten up the regulations.   

 

Ms. Brown noted there are three (3) big objectives 

1. Protecting the right of ways area in Residential areas with underground utilities. 

2. Protecting Township open space areas. 

3. Restricting new poles to the C Commercial, C-1 Commercial/Business Campus and L-1 

Limited Industrial Zoning districts. 

  

Mr. Woessner stated in previous years we tried to steer the Wireless Communications to the Ridge 

Fire Company site in order for them to receive a source of income from the antenna installations. 

 

Ms. Brown reviewed the key changes proposed in the ordinance.   

 

The Commission discussed the proposed changes and compiled the following comments for 

inclusion in revisions to the draft Ordinance before it is presented to the Board of Supervisors for 

approval:  

1. The ability to place facilities on emergency service properties should be retained in the 

overlay district (only Township properties should be eliminated).  The original intention was 

to enable emergency services to raise revenue through these facilities and that goal should 

continue. 

2. The commission questions the provisions requiring fencing and landscape around the 

facilities, particularly when those facilities consist of a pole placed within the legal right-of-



Minutes of the 03/18/15 Planning Commission Meeting  Page 2 of 3  

way.  These provisions appear in both Paragraphs 6(a) and (b) and Paragraph 7(d).  Ms. 

Brown suggested that “stealth design” strategies be examined for inclusion here. 

3. The location restrictions in Paragraph 7(d) (currently requiring that ground mounted 

equipment be not less than 18 inches from the curb face) should be revised so they are 

consistent with the SALDO.  Section 423.4 of the SALDO requires that utility poles be 

located a minimum of 2 feet behind the curb face or 4 feet behind the shoulder. 

4. The restriction on installing new poles within the right-of-way should be more prominent, 

such as moving it from Paragraph 7(b) to the opening part of that paragraph. 

5. The standards in Paragraph 7(f) are too subjective and would just open the Township up to 

litigation.  The standards for visual or land use impact need to be more specific and objective. 

6. Separate the “safety” aspects from the “aesthetic” aspects appearing in Paragraph 7(d) into 

two separate paragraphs. 

7. The heading of Paragraph 8(b) needs to be carried over into the text of that paragraph. 

 

Mrs. Alexis asked why the Township has to permit Wireless Communication Facilities to be placed 

in a right-of-way.  If they are only in the C Commercial, C-1 Commercial/Business Campus and L-1 

Limited Industrial Districts and not in Residential Districts, can it be in the right-of-way in that 

district.  Ms. Brown stated the ordinance restricts facilities in right-of-ways to existing poles only.  

Federal law requires that the Township cannot prohibit additional antennas on existing poles if it will 

not result in an actual change to what is already there. 

 

Retention Basin requirement update 

Mr. Woessner stated he reviewed the language for the measurements of a retention basin.  This came 

up during a discussion with Kim Kryder and Fairway Farm.  The measurement is 20 feet outward 

from the 100-year storm event elevation contour within the basin for the purpose of calculating the 

net lot area. 

 

Discussion of Trails, Greenways and Recreation Plan 

Mr. Woessner reviewed the Memo from Mr. Bernard Rodgers, Township Manager, pertaining to the 

East Coventry Township Trails, Greenways and Recreation Plan.  The Township is creating this new 

Task Force made up with a representative from the Board of Supervisors, Township Planning 

Commission, Parks, Recreation & Conservation Committee, Open Space Committee and the 

Historical Committee.  The Task Force will be working Chester County and Natural Lands Trust.  

There will be four (4) Task Force Meetings and two (2) public meetings.   

 

Mr. Tietjen asked if the meetings will be in the evening.  Mrs. Geho stated the meetings will 

probably be in the evening since most people work during the day. 

 

Mrs. Alexis asked when the meetings will be starting.  Mrs. Geho stated the meetings will probably 

be starting next month.  Mrs. Alexis stated she will not be available most of the month. 

 

Mr. Woessner is looking for a volunteer from the Planning Commission.  Mr. Tietjen volunteered to 

represent the Planning Commission on the Task Force.  Mr. Woessner moved to appoint Mr. Tietjen 

to represent the Planning Commission on the Task Force for the Trails, Greenways and Recreation 

Plan.  Mrs. Alexis seconded the motion.  The motion carried with a 5-0-0 vote. 

 

Northern Federation Update 

Mrs. Geho provided an update from the Northern Federation Meeting.  Mrs. Geho stated that Karen 

Marshall discussed landscaping internet with Chester County and how it has evolved with the 

addition of historical information. 
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Mrs. Geho stated a presentation was made by Tom Casey, President of 3cCoalition, Inc, about 

informing property owners what their rights are if a pipeline comes through the Township.  The 

property owners do not have to listen to what the pipeline says.  He wants to come in to a public 

meeting in September/October 2015 so the public can ask any questions they might have. 

 

Ms. Brown stated she had prepared an executive summary of a model ordinance pertaining to 

pipelines and she forwarded the summary to Mr. Rodgers for review. 

 

Historical Commission Update 

Mr. Tietjen stated Dale Frens was at the meeting to do a workshop on utilizing some of the buildings 

at Fricks Locks.  There was discussion on a possible live/work program for the four (4) buildings 

outside the gate.  The committee is discussing this further and how the logistics would work for the 

program. 

 

Pottstown Metropolitan Regional Planning Committee 

Mr. Woessner stated the plan is being rewritten.  Other Municipalities have provided updates for the 

Comprehensive Plan.  Mr. Woessner stated at the Board of Supervisor’s meeting, Mr. Moyer wanted 

language in the Comprehensive Plan pertaining to the proposed tolling on Rt. 422.  Mr. Woessner 

asked to have the “Fair Share” language expanded.  Mr. Woessner stated he is not sure when the new 

version will be available. 

 

Mrs. Geho mentioned that she and Mr. Rodgers met with Sam Coroniti about the possibility of 

constructing a Sports Complex on the OJ Roberts School District land.  Mrs. Geho had mentioned 

that Mr. Coroniti should locate the complex on the Business park, formerly Colona, property on 

Fricks Locks road.  He will be contacting the broker about the property.  The Complex may consist 

of Indoor & Outdoor fields, a Senior Center, a Daycare Center and possibly a little Restaurant. 

 

Mrs. Alexis stated she will not be available for next month’s meeting.  She will be away. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mrs. Alexis moved to adjourn the monthly meeting at 8:21 p.m.  Mr. Tietjen seconded the motion.  

The motion carried with a 5-0-0 vote. 

 

 Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 Cheryl A Imes 

 Secretary 


